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In the Wake of the New Way 
 

Oh we have seen the church is one in perfect harmony 

We sing and pray and testify of Christ's reality 

Pray-read the word and call oh Lord! 

Oh what a way to live 

Proper food and the local church is really all we need. 

He's the real love, that's what Christ is to us 

That's what Christ is to us, the real love. 

 

I have written this book both to those who no longer participate in the Lord's recovery 

and to those who currently do so.  It is especially to those who no longer meet in the local 

churches that my heart goes out.  My interest is not only in them; it is also in their reasons 

for leaving.  I do remember, saints, that many of us once sang the song written above 

with a full heart and in one spirit.  We did see the church as one in perfect harmony.   We 

also sang and prayed and testified of Christ's reality, and we found Him as our proper 

food.  We were at last home in the church, and we were glad to be home.   
 

In reverence for the oneness the Lord prayed for in John 17 and in honor of all those who 

were valued genuine members of the Body of Christ among us, and still are such 

wherever they now may meet, I offer the following fellowship.   I will speak according to 

the real situation as it unfolded in the “new way”.  I want to address, particularly, the 

factors that led, or perhaps drove, many of us in different directions. 
 

The new way was absolute and quite strong and many saints were overwhelmed by it.  

My wife was one lost from the recovery during the early years of the new way.  She had 

been in the firstfruits of Seattle in 1970, the very first one added to the church there, 

while the migration to Seattle was still going on.  She felt the Lord knew her need and 

sent the church just for her.   Maybe your wife or your husband was such a one.  There 

were also many young people who were adversely affected.   Many saints became 

confused and did not come to appreciate the new way as brother Lee had hoped.  It 

behooves the saints who remain, especially the leading ones, to give an account of the 

losses suffered in the churches from 1984 to the present, and to consider whether we have 

any fellowship of Christ for those who have left.  
 

There were a number of families and saints who could not respond to our brother’s call to 

be in the Lord's army according to that call.  We may owe some of them an apology and 

some restorative fellowship concerning our lack.  If so, before the Lord we have 

responsibility to them as His members.  I hope this little book will encourage a mutual 

reaching out in His life and presence.  "He's the real love, that's what Christ is to us."  

The real love is what He must become in us to others.  God is still carrying out His 

economy, and oh, how much has to do with our repentance in relationships!  
 

If you are new to the local churches or are interested in knowing about us, this “book” 

will help to give you an accurate positive view from a person who has experienced being 

in the church for thirty years.   It also will reveal our grave shortcomings and need. 

We welcome you into the church family that we hope will grow in numbers and increase 

in love and care for all of its members for the building up of the Body of Christ.  
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I want to make a brief sketch of our history in the church life and then fellowship about 

the last sixteen years concerning the new way.  I hope we all will open to Him.  

 

Our Wonderful Beginning 

 

In 1962 the church life began in the United States with brother Witness Lee fully charged 

and burdened by the Lord to minister the word of God in this country.  He testified that 

he came with a "particular commission to bring the Lord's recovery to the top Christian 

country".  Before coming to the U.S.A., brother Lee served the Lord mainly in China, 

Taipei, and the Philippines and helped greatly in the establishing and building up of the 

local churches there.  The response to his ministry in the United States was immediate 

and many seeking ones were contacted and added to the church, a substantial number 

coming from around the country to Los Angeles to begin the church life.   

 

The main burden our brother had at that time was to reveal Christ as the life-giving Spirit 

with all His unsearchable riches to the seeking believers.  This burden began to be 

significantly discharged in the first conference meetings held in the United States in 

1962, and the book The All-Inclusive Christ was published comprising those messages. 

His burden for several years was very much along this line as he ministered to the saints 

and to the churches that were raised up under his ministry.  His focus was on the 

experience of Christ as life for the building up of the church.  Many people were attracted 

by the enjoyment of Christ in the meetings and in the daily life of the saints in the local 

churches.  The testimony “we’re home” was heard often in the fellowship of rejoicing 

brothers and sisters in the church life. 

 

The Burden for the Truth in Biannual Trainings 

 

A significant turn was made in 1974 with the introduction of trainings to be held 

biannually in Anaheim. Brother Lee had the burden to establish the saints and the 

churches more in the truth of the word by going chapter by chapter through the books of 

the Bible.  This he did until the last book was completed.  The full exposition of the Bible 

was finally accomplished in 1995, a total of twenty years work.  A line from a hymn 

appropriately describes our experience with brother Lee during that time:  “The Lord has 

yet more light and truth to break forth from His word”. Virtually everyone who attended 

those trainings or read the printed messages was greatly helped and blessed as the Lord 

opened book after book of the mystery of God that was “hidden throughout the ages” but 

revealed to New Testament believers. 

 

                             The One Accord for the Lord’s New Move -- 1984  

 

While these trainings were in their tenth year, an extraordinary change took place in the 

recovery.  Brother Lee was becoming increasingly aware of the stagnancy among the 

churches, especially in the Far East.  It was a very serious problem to him that in many 

localities the saints had become complacent.  He was, therefore, burdened to take a turn 
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and have a new way, which involved several matters and changes based much on Paul’s 

word to Timothy that God “desires all men to be saved and come to the full knowledge of 

the truth”.  He felt it was not enough for the saints to hear the messages, read them, and 

then place them on their shelves; he wanted the saints to become constituted with the 

truths and to ably speak them back to others, in church meetings and as the gospel. 

 

The key, he said, to the Lord’s new move is the one accord among the saints in all the 

churches.  If there could not be a good morale and one accord, there could be no move of 

the Lord.  Thus, he sounded a call to have an army of followers under him as the 

"commander-in-chief" while brothers responded by constructing and signing a paper 

stating their allegiance to him and to his ministry.  Our brother’s desire was to preserve 

and protect the churches from drifting into denominationalism by not taking his ministry 

seriously, a ministry fully unveiling God’s purpose in His economy for man. 

  

                                                          The High Peaks  
 

In 1994 brother Lee took another remarkable step in introducing the high peaks of the 

divine revelation concerning 1) God becoming a man that man could become God in life 

and nature but not in the Godhead, and 2) the New Jerusalem.  The first item was 

controversial even among many that had been in the church life for 25 or 30 years, 

in that initially they had problems adjusting to and then accepting such a concept.  

Brother Lee continued on boldly and with strong assurance that he was speaking what 

God was speaking and what the churches needed to hear.  He said that Satan would attack 

him for speaking this word and that he needed the prayers and covering of the churches. 
 

His burden for the New Jerusalem was unabated and never-ending.  He had an abundance 

in his heart to share and felt it was necessary to release many matters concerning the New 

Jerusalem, because it is the consummation, the final goal of God's organic salvation in 

the Bible and our destination.  It is also the reason for God becoming man and for man 

becoming God.  Brother Lee was so consumed with the matter of the New Jerusalem that 

he stated, "…If you ask me what my burden is, it is the New Jerusalem".  He had summed 

up his burden in this way.  It actually was the same as his ministry had always been, but 

now he felt he had reached the top, the summit, in utterance and expression of the full 

significance and definition of the ultimate goal of God's organic salvation.    
 

In all of brother Lee's years of ministering the word in this country, he never spoke 

sugarcoated messages.  He was bold to move past traditional or common Christian 

thought and teaching and to be faithful to the Lord and to the truth of God's word.  In 

1985 he spoke this in an elders training meeting:  "Christians today are shallow because 

they would not pay the price to labor adequately.  These riches are all here in the Bible, 

just like gold in a mine, but nearly no one would labor to dig them out.  We are here to do 

the mining work.  This is the Lord's recovery.  I hope, brothers, that in your localities you 

would not repeat the old things.  We should learn to go on, to learn the things in the 

heavenlies, and to learn to speak these higher and deeper things."     
 

In many, the reaction to his speaking has been to this day extremely positive as they can 

testify with deep gratitude of having received from his ministry the truth of God's word in 

its rich depths and weighty content.  The problems that came into the church life were 
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concerning the new way with its amazing blueprint of teachings and practices founded on 

the Word and presented as God’s ordained way revealed in the Bible.   
 

The Consternation In the New Way 
 

Not a small number of saints were troubled by the institution of the many changes in the 

churches following the call by brother Lee to be in one accord for the Lord's move.  This 

new way in the church life suggested to them that certain standards and expectations were 

now to be met by them.  Up to this point, they were glad to take the ministry of brother 

Lee.  The new way, however, troubled them with its sudden new teachings and practices. 

Brother Lee many times pointed out that there are two things always dividing Christians:  

doctrines and practices.  The teachings and practices introduced by the new way did just 

this -- it divided the brothers and sisters in the churches. 

 

Again, brother Lee’s burden and concern was that the churches were drifting toward 

denominationalism through their complacency and lukewarmness toward the ministry 

that he had faithfully brought to this country by the Lord's leading.  He felt that in just a 

matter of time the churches would thus repeat church history if he did not intervene.  For 

that reason he did intervene as an apostle, as the "commander-in-chief", and as the wise 

masterbuilder on behalf of all those who had given their lives for the Lord's recovery of 

the church.  He also did it for himself since he too had given his life for this.  He was 

being faithful to his calling, to the Lord, and to the saints.  This was his feeling. 

 

So deep were his convictions about his direction in the new way that he was "willing to 

sacrifice people and localities".  He said, "I have no time, dear saints, to fool around with 

people any longer.  Let us go to fight the battle".  He indicated that the Lord did not need 

that many people to fight, likening the Lord's new move to that of Gideon and his army:  

"When Gideon was called to take the army to fight the battle for Jehovah, the Lord told 

him that he had too many.  Eventually, the Lord chose three hundred men and told 

Gideon to send the others home.  This does not mean that whoever went back home was 

no longer an Israelite.  He was still an Israelite, but he had nothing to do with the 

fighting army".  He gave the analogy that "to be a citizen of the United States is one 

thing, but to fight in the United States army is another matter". 

 

Gideon only needed three hundred men and the rest could go home.  This was the spirit 

of the Lord's new move.  Many actually did go home and did not return.   
 

There was to be "no uncertain sounding of the trumpet" for the army to follow with 

brother Lee as its unique leader.  He had the burden to train this army to get into the 

deeper truths of God's New Testament economy and propagate them throughout the 

earth.  While addressing the elders during an elders training, he said, "You may say that 

you follow Brother Lee, that you are one with this ministry.  That sounds very good, but I 

am a little concerned that you may not know what it means to be one with this ministry.  

You may want to take me as your commander-in-chief and follow me, but I do not want to 

have many followers who know nothing about God's New Testament economy.  We are 

not doing anything but carrying out God's New Testament economy."  Speaking in this 
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way, he showed that he meant business for the saints to rise up to become constituted 

with the word of God's economy for the Lord's move on the earth. 
 

This manner of fellowship caused quite a stir in the churches, and most of the saints in 

the churches initially wanted to give their full cooperation for this turn.  But not every 

brother and sister and not every church felt this way.  Gradually, more members grew 

cold, though most churches were endeavoring to go on in the new way.    Brother Lee did 

anticipate problems, saying, "I am prepared to meet a situation in which some in the 

Lord's recovery will not go this way.  This will not surprise me.  You and I should not 

consider these ones as strangers and should not cut them off from the recovery.  We 

should still love them, respect them, and not despise them a bit.  Do not consider them as 

another kind of people.  Although they have not joined the army, they are still proper 

citizens." 

 

It proved quite difficult, however, to realize the proper care and acceptance of churches 

or individuals who could not rise up for the new way.  It was, in fact, impossible in many 

places and with a number of people.  Many felt ostracized and out of function.  Some just 

lost heart because they viewed the new way as a lot of activity with stress on numbers 

and production and less concentration on the person of Christ and our enjoyment of Him. 

This, along with other matters, became an expanding concern for them and for many 

leading ones as they saw discouragement set in among the saints in their localities. 

 

The Elders' Pact for the Lord’s New Move 

 

Brother Lee went to Taiwan in October of 1984 to raise up an army and begin to 

implement the changes for the Lord's new move.  He got rid of everything old, including 

many longtime elders.  He wanted a new start and a new way, which would include home 

gatherings, the truth lessons, the full-time workers, and the spreading of the gospel 

through door knocking.  A major support of the Lord’s new move was to come from the 

instituting of a full-time training in Taipei.  It was to produce trained soldiers continually 

to join this army.  Basically, only qualified young people could take part in the training. 

 

Two years later, in 1986, brother Lee took bold steps for producing this army by 

endeavoring to gain the full cooperation of elders, churches, and saints.  He called the 

elders and co-workers together from around the world for an urgent meeting, the third 

such meeting in two years.  It was in this third meeting that inspired elders and co-

workers rose up to sign a pact, or a contract, pledging their allegiance to brother Lee and 

to his leadership.  The following is included in the contract they signed: 

 

Dear Brother Lee:   

 

After hearing your fellowship in this elders training, we all agree to have a new start in 

the Lord's recovery.  For this, we all agree to be in one accord and to carry out this new 

move of the Lord solely through prayer, the Spirit, and the Word.  We further agree to 

practice the recovery one in:  teaching, practice, thinking, speaking, essence, 

appearance, and expression.  We repudiate all differences among the churches, and all 

indifference toward the ministry, the ministry office, and the other churches.  We agree 
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that the church in our place be identical with all the local churches throughout the earth.  

We also agree to follow your leading as the one who has brought us God's New 

Testament economy and has led us into its practice.  We agree that this leading is 

indispensable to our oneness and acknowledge the one trumpet in the Lord's ministry and 

the one wise master builder among us…." 
 

It is worth noting here that in our brothers’ declaration, there was no mention of love.  

The thought of love was omitted.  Love was not only strangely missing in this pact, it was 

also regrettably lacking in the practical application of it.  The reason that leaders in this 

army did not consider love to be an essential element of their vow is simple -- an army 

doesn't need love!  What an army needs is esprit de corp.  They had that with the Spirit 

and the Word.  Those not in the army, however, had neither esprit de corp nor the love to 

maintain them in the church life.  Consequently, many saints left the local churches.    
 

Genuine Oneness Not Pursued 
 

Although brother Lee called for the respect to be given those saints or churches not 

taking the new way, I do not know where that was done, how that was done, or if it was 

done.  The atmosphere that was created was not conducive for a genuine acceptance of 

non-cooperating members and I don't know how such acceptance could have been 

possible.  For instance, in a meeting in Taipei I attended in October 1987, brother Lee 

ended his message abruptly, pounding his fist on the table once, and pronouncing 

emphatically that anyone who didn’t take the new way was foolish, and then he sat down.   
 

Another word he gave was to the elders:  "Now you know where I am and where you 

should be.  Also, you know what all of us should do -- go to fight as an army and in the 

army.  Who are the us?  Those that are in the army fighting for this ministry."  This 

wasn’t a word of comfort or peace to those brothers or churches not in the army.  Brother 

Lee had a vision and he had a goal, and the atmosphere in the recovery did not allow for a 

comfortable divergence from his objectives. 
 

This was the spirit of the new way, a spirit very much of power, but not love.  It was 

obtrusive in its pursuit for the one accord, while failing to consider, care for, or 

accommodate those strewn in its wake.  The modus operandi of the new way violated the 

genuine oneness of the Body with all its precious members. 

 

The Unclear Distinction Between the Ministry and the Churches 

 

Brother Lee wanted to make it clear that the ministry and the church were separate 

matters.  The army he needed was for the ministry specifically.  He said that whether or 

not a certain church took the ministry did not decide whether that church is a genuine 

local church.  The oneness he was after was for the ministry.  If a church did not support 

his ministry it was still a genuine local church as long as it accepted the other churches 

and stayed in fellowship with them. 
 

He gave the following analogy:  "The citizens of the United States may say many things 

to criticize the government and the commander-in-chief of the Armed Forces.  But when 

you get into the army and become a soldier, you lose the right to say anything."   
 



 7 

He continued, "you may be a member of a local church and yet have nothing to do with 

the ministry to fight the battle for the Lord's interest on the earth.  All of you are the 

elders, the co-workers, and the apprentice elders, the leading ones, in the recovery.  I am 

speaking to you all as the soldiers in the recovery, not to the citizens.  I am speaking to 

the soldiers of the army.  Are you going to remain in the army?  You have to realize what 

the army is and what the army would do.  The army has no capacity to take your opinion.  

There is no time for the army to fool around.  The situation is quite urgent.  The intention 

of this heavenly army is to evangelize and truthize Taiwan first and then the United 

States."  
 

To repeat, it was quite difficult to really have the proper care and attitude for individuals 

and churches that were not in one accord in the new way. The ministry is such an integral 

part of the church life with the meetings, the trainings, the service groups, the small 

groups, hospitality, and morning watch, how could the fighting spirit of those rising up 

for the army not carry over to the church life?  They would be pushing for new way 

practices while others would be uncomfortable with their army-oriented brothers and 

sisters. 
 

The soldiers in an army are different than the citizens of its country.  There was this 

difference among the saints in their localities in those days. Going on in one accord was 

not possible.  In fact, it wasn’t even intended for all.  The one accord presented for the 

new way was a separating word ordered to find out who would rise up for this army, and 

who would not.  Many brothers and sisters felt out of favor and out of function and just 

lost heart.  

  

It was becoming evident to “dissenters” that whereas the ministry had always been for the 

churches, now the churches were for the ministry.  Indeed the churches were becoming 

“educational centers” for the major truths of the Bible to be dispensed into and 

constituted with the ministry of brother Witness Lee.  Our brother strongly promoted this.  

The Lord's Day morning meeting was called a prophesying meeting.  There was no 

longer any real freedom to just give a testimony of an experience of Christ.  Rather, all 

the saints were encouraged to prophesy, that is, to speak forth something of Christ from 

the ministry.  Saints were also uncomfortable to share from other sources than the 

ministry.  This restriction, discipline, and exercise was very profitable to the churches, on 

the one hand.  On the other hand, a number of saints didn't have the liberty to share Christ 

as they felt led before the Lord, and several leading ones felt that they no longer had the 

flexibility to allow the Lord to lead them according to their locality's particular needs.  

The program was set, so to speak. 

 

It seemed to these brothers and sisters that the church was becoming institutionalized 

with the churches not only using the same messages, but using them in the same way on 

the Lord’s Day morning; the truth lessons were being prescribed for group meetings; 

door knocking requirements for the churches were pushed heavily.  The full-time training 

and support for it was being established with much emphasis on it and on predestinating 

our young people for it.  The semi-annual trainings in the ministry were the fixed source 

of fellowship for the following months until the next training.  And, saints were 

compelled to attend the video trainings with regular church meetings and service groups 
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being canceled.  Although this is a highly desirable format for most of the saints, many in 

the recovery became quite dejected and felt there was no way for them to be in the church 

in any other way then to comply with what was set down by administration.  

 

Questionable Aspects of The New Way 
 

What is very important to note is that the brothers and sisters who were beginning to 

leave the church were not against the word of God, the ground of the church, or normal 

church practices.  They did not leave as opposers or dissenters to any of these matters.  

Neither did they leave because they did not love the Lord or the church or the ministry.  

They were meeting as proper "citizens" on the ground of unity, or oneness.  The reason 

they left was because of questionable aspects of the new church practice, and they were 

no longer at home in the church life.  
 

Certain features of the new way indeed were questionable, such as, the young people's 

full-time training, which was formed as a group of promising ones in the recovery.  The 

establishing of such a group as a kind of centerpiece is what Watchman Nee had warned 

against, saying that according to church history to set up something in this way is the 

beginning of a move toward denominationalism. 
 

 

The FTT, nonetheless, became the hope for the future of the churches as well as for their 

current vitality, and virtually all of the elders and churches supported and prized its 

existence.  They were also benefited and blessed much as trainees began to enter back 

into the church life in various localities after their intensive two-year training.   It posed 

very real problems, however, for a number of people, not the least of which was the 

disparity in interest and care for members outside the FTT. 

 

With the enormous amount of time, energy, money, and manpower being invested into 

the full-time training, I asked a brother involved with the FTT about the care for those in 

Anaheim who were not in the full-time training.  He confirmed that the overseeing care 

and interest was fully on the FTT, simply explaining that brother Lee’s burden was for 

the young people and for this training.  This was in November 1995. 

 

The emergence of the FTT was for the spreading of the gospel and the church life as well 

as for the producing of overcomers to become the spiritual Mt. Zion, the elevated part of 

Jerusalem in the midst of the church, manifesting the reality of the Body of Christ to 

usher in a new age.  Its existence, however, is a constant reminder and clear example of 

the difference in care and interest in the members that has existed in the churches since 

the onset of the new way.  Further, the FTT presents a formidable challenge to the New 

Testament where no precedent has been set for a special group of qualified ones within 

the church to receive such devoted care and wonderful selected attention.    

 

There are very good alternatives to the FTT that would take away the focus on a few and 

put it back on the Body, while still preserving our young people, but making greater 

opportunity for all others to get intensified training and care.  I say this with respect to 

those young people who have been trained in the FTT and who are now good dispensers 
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of Christ and of the ministry in different places, some even going abroad in sacrifice of 

the human comforts of their soul for the gospel. 

 

Another concern of the saints was the concept of there being one unique leader.  Brother 

Lee was very strong to claim such a distinction in the recovery.  It offended many of the 

saints for him to be so resolute about himself.  It was not clear to them what he was doing 

and why, but, it seemed to them that this too was extra-scriptural as well as 

unprecedented in church history.  

 

It is true that there has never been a brother in the line of God's economy with so much 

influence over so many churches and people glad to respond to whatever word and 

direction he might set.  Certainly neither the Apostle Paul nor Watchman Nee had such a 

wide sphere of influence.  Moreover, it is quite unlikely that if they did that they would 

have considered such colossal undertakings as our brother took in the churches.  His 

boldness and absoluteness was very disconcerting to a good number of people. 

 

It would neither be fair to brother Lee nor right for any of us to think that our brother 

could not make a mistake.  He himself warned the elders that if they thought he couldn’t 

make mistakes they would do damage to him and to themselves.  He was assuring them 

that he could make a mistake, reminding them that Peter made mistakes, and even Paul 

made a serious mistake.    

 

Another matter of concern was the burden for the gospel that was being carried out in the 

new way by door knocking.  Some saints and elders were quite alarmed at the amount of 

dissatisfaction door knocking generated in several places among the saints.  Some elders 

went to brother Lee asking him to reconsider this and other practices in the new way, that 

brothers and sisters by the scores were becoming discouraged.  Our brother did consider 

the reports with much interest and thoughtfulness to what was happening.  He decided, 

however, that God's ordained way was worth fighting for, even at the expense of others.  

So, we "sailed on", but not all of us. 

 

Here is a paradox:  Oneness with the ministry was gained at the price of division in the 

church.  For some to “sail on” in one accord was to provide the fertile bed of discord 

among the rest -- the believers, the members of the Body of Christ meeting as the church 

in their locality.   
 

The Tiananmen Square Principle 

 

Maybe an illustration is needed to aptly describe what the experience of many was who 

suffered in the new way. 

 

It is interesting that the upheaval in Anaheim and the trouble in other churches that the 

new way helped spawn, took place concurrently with the Tiananmen Square incident in 

1989.  In principle, the disconcerted saints in the recovery were handled much in the 

same way as those dissenters to the communist government in China.  The primary 

concern of the leaders and the army was not for the persons in their way.  The concern 
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was for their “ism”:  "If you expect to have one accord in any kind of society, group, or 

movement, you need the same kind of thinking that comes out of the same kind of 

knowledge.  The Socialist party stresses socialism.  Any political party has its own “ism”.  

They stress their “ism” in order to have a party, to have what we call the one accord.  

Without the one accord, no party could accomplish anything.  Any society, group, or 

movement needs this one accord that comes out of the same kind of thought, the same 

kind of knowledge”  (One Accord For The Lord’s Move, W. L., pp. 97, 99-100).   

 

We have to be honest brothers and sisters.  The new way took a toll.  It was intrusive to 

our fellow members in the Body.  Regardless of the condition of the recovery that 

brought about the need for change, we should not have lost people.  If the call was indeed 

just to gain an army to fight for the ministry, why wasn't this more clearly defined and 

separated from the church?  Brother Lee said that Paul never controlled the churches or 

insisted that the saints follow his ministry; nevertheless, he added that, "there still is a 

need for leadership".  Hence, he took the lead as he did.  To say our brother wasn't 

controlling the churches, however, is hard to comprehend.  Gaining a fighting unit for the 

ministry took place in the church!  It was inseparable from the church.  To be sure, there 

was no respect or regard for those not in one accord for this, but in word only. 

 

 (I recently talked to a sister who left the church in 1989 after a leading one proclaimed in 

a meeting that the saints who were not in the church for brother Lee and his ministry 

didn’t need to be there. This word of absoluteness with the ministry and the resulting 

effect of losing a sister and the spiritual harmony at home for that family is an example of 

the spirit of power, not love that prevailed during the new way. Her husband has 

continued in the church, and one of their sons might leave for Russia soon, having 

recently completed the full-time-training.)  

 

We lost many who at one time were happy to meet with us and their stories are often 

tragic.  Married couples have suffered much, for example, with easily over a hundred 

divorces taking place in the churches since the new way began!  I know of six separations 

or divorces happening currently in four different localities, and this kind of shameful 

occurrence among us has been taking place frequently for sixteen years.  The new way 

for these members means a new way of life without their mate or their children and, very 

possibly, without the church.  Many other couples that have left the church are still 

together, but with very unpleasant and painful memories of the church life since 1984.  

 

Most of these brothers and sisters were dispirited and disheartened by the changes in the 

church life and felt forced out of participation.  Some experienced getting "knocked 

down", such as leading ones standing up before “officers” of the army to fellowship their 

concerns.  These brothers may not have been ambitious or conspiring as some brothers 

were alleged to be; rather, they were ones trying to stop the carnage that they were 

experiencing in their locality and hearing of in different places.  Some brothers were 

afraid to stand or sensed the futility of doing so.  One prominent brother, close to brother 

Lee, approached him sixteen times, usually with others, to express his and others' concern 

for what was happening in so many churches to so many saints.  Their efforts were to no 

avail as brother Lee's prophecy was coming to pass that he was "willing to sacrifice 



 11 

people and places".  Their concerns were founded and legitimate, and attempts to address 

those concerns ended in their frustration and sad departure from the church.    

 

Where was the principle of the Body in the new way, the keeping of the real one accord 

that is in the inclusive nature of Christ?  Where was the same care for every member that 

there be no division in the Body that Paul speaks of in 1 Corinthians?  It was not there in 

the new way.  The oneness in the Lord’s new move was not a oneness of the Body.  

Rather, it dishonored the oneness that includes every member.  

 

The Real Cause of Division 

 

Brother Lee had warned the saints about division requesting that they "not criticize or 

oppose the army, since this would cause trouble and then division”.  He said, like Gideon 

he would gain an army, pointing out that “those who followed Gideon to fight against the 

Philistines defeated them and rescued the entire nation of Israel" (W. L.).  In other 

words, the "citizens" were to respect what the army was doing and not cause a problem.  

This went on for months and then for years with the focus being on the army and the new 

way.  

 

During this time, priceless saints who did not fit the configuration of new way practice 

and procedures were leaving continually from the "ground of oneness".  They may have 

ended up eventually meeting with other Christians who were glad to accept them or they 

may have gone to the world, some plunging into a sinful and dissipated life.  What a loss 

to the church in favor of seeking new ones who might configure well in the new church 

life!    
 

In brother Lee's warning about causing division, the onus was placed on those dissenters 

to the new way.  I have a serious question to ask.  Who or what caused the damage and 

division during the Lord's new move?  Those who were standing on the ground of 

oneness as proper "citizens" in the church or the fighting army?  

 

Saints, we should know assuredly that oneness with brother Lee and his ministry is not 

automatically oneness with the Body.  These are two different matters.  As highly 

significant and noble as it is to pursue oneness with brother Lee and his ministry, if this 

pursuit isn't balanced with a practical and genuine care for all the members, a wide gulf is 

created between the saints.  This is division!  "In the Body life the same care should be 

given to all the different members.  A difference in care causes division" (1 Cor. 12:25 

footnote, RV).  In the new way we were not eager to keep the oneness of the Spirit in the 

uniting bond of peace with every member (Eph. 4:3).     

 

The Defeat of "Israel" 

 

While the army was being formed and sent to fight the "Philistines", the enemy had no 

problem attacking the unattended "citizens" in their homes.  While the army had its goals, 

it did not have in mind the protecting of its own "citizens"!  Thus, the “kingdom of 

Israel” was easily defeated, a great number having fallen, and the churches have still not 

fully recovered from the devastation.   
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The army has been fighting the “Philistines” (by the propagation of the ministry) ever 

since, but the "nation" has been laid in ruin.  This was the “experiment” of the new way.  

It was an experiment that was carried out with a back toward the “old way” church life 

and those who wished to remain in it, while taking a new direction with the soldiers of a 

special army for the ministry of our brother.  This would be similar to parents in a family 

of six children embarking on a venture with two of them for a few years while ignoring 

the proper and adequate care for the others and reaping the fruit of it – discord.     

 

Brother Lee said at one point, "some saints came to me a number of times with reports 

concerning serious and even negative situations.  They may have misunderstood my not 

responding to them with any kind of seriousness…I feel that it is altogether wise to be 

patient.  When the fruit of a particular tree is growing, the fruit itself will show what it is.  

When the fruit becomes ripe, it will fall from the tree."  This word should apply to the 

new way experiment, for we have seen the fruit of it now brothers and sisters. 

 

With so many left in the wake of the new way, it is hard to argue with the results; the 

casualties speak for themselves. The Lord was not doing a purging work of incongruent 

members.  It is not He that scatters the sheep!  The Lord is the Great Shepherd of the 

sheep gathering His people together as one flock for a testimony of His love and keeping 

power.  We should be one with Him in this work of shepherding. 

 

If the incongruent members were indeed thought of as weaker members, God's thought is 

that weaker ones are “necessary” and that “more abundant honor” should be given to 

those members that lack.  This is for the sake of the blending together of all the members 

into one Body.  The new way did not accomplish this.  It did just the opposite with the 

members who were "different", thus affecting an immeasurable loss among us and to the 

Lord's recovery. 

“What The Recovery Need” 
 

From the beginning of brother Lee's ministry in the United States clear to the end of it, 

although we heard marvelous things, we heard comparatively little about love.   Near the 

end of his ministry, however, he did speak more concerning the need for love among us.  

He said, "In the last few years, we have appreciated the Lord's showing us the high peak 

of the divine revelation.  My concern is that although we may talk about the truths of the 

high peak, love is absent among us.  If this is the case, we are puffed up, not built up.  The 

Body builds up itself in love". 
 

He actually began to speak in this way starting in 1988 and, intermittently, to the end of 

his ministry, addressing the elders on a number of occasions more definitely about this 

need.  He said, "according to my observance throughout the years, most of the co-

workers have a human spirit of "power" but not love.  We need a spirit of love to conquer 

the degradation of today's church…this is what the recovery needs."   He also stated, 

"only love prevails" and that "love is the most excellent way".  He said it is the way to be 

an elder or a co-worker, and that it is the way to handle the saints. He proclaimed that it is 

the way to do everything and to be anything in the church life.   
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It was about this time that he looked back over his church life experience and recalled 

that his best days were in Chefoo.   He said that that was his most prosperous, fruitful 

time in the church due to the love and the practical shepherding of the saints.  He testified 

that it was the shepherding that brought in the blessing.  Although he had shared so much 

with the saints on the revelation of life in the scriptures throughout the years, he said that 

even the gospel of John, a gospel on life, needed the last chapter on shepherding to make 

it meaningful.  The shepherding is needed to bring the loving seekers of God into the 

corporate relationship of God and man. 

 

The Revival In Chefoo 

 

Our brother seems to have pondered the non-encouraging results of the Lord's new move 

and the damage that had been done, having summed up his feeling in an elders training, 

testifying that the result of his labor in the United States had not been satisfactory.  In 

fact, it had been “disappointing”.  He also testified that his work in both Taipei and the 

Philippines never brought "satisfactory results", and that only one place had done so 

where he had labored -- "Chefoo, my home town."  He was locked in by the war then and 

could not leave to minister to the churches.  So, he gave his full attention to the needs in 

his locality.  
 

An extremely vital practice in Chefoo was for the leading shepherding ones to meet for 

hours and consider all the “difficulties and deficiencies” among the saints in their 

locality, then find a way to meet the need.  He said, "This fellowship was not superficial, 

but deep, getting to the bottom of things."  Brothers, as well as sisters were there, and 

they fellowshipped, prayed, and coordinated in oneness with the Lord for the shepherding 

of all the saints.  As a result, the morale in that place was high and the real one accord 

was produced that made an impact on their city.  This caused a revival to break out that 

lasted for ten years.  They were the real spiritual parents taking care of the spiritual 

welfare of their spiritual children. 

 

The Church Family in Chefoo 
 

The church in Chefoo was like a family.  It was a church family with an atmosphere of a 

spirit of love prevailing there.  The love inspired the people and motivated them.  Love 

kept people in the church, and love brought new ones in. This church family experience 

was their oneness providing the Lord a base to move in their locality.   
 

Besides being one of the shepherding ones visiting the saints in their homes regularly and 

when there was special need, a young brother Lee liked to have meals at the meeting hall 

and invite ten or twenty brothers and sisters to come and eat.  During that time he would 

talk to them one by one.  In this way he made contact with every one of the few hundred 

brothers and sisters.  He said that by sitting down with them, chatting with them and 

getting acquainted with them he could get a clear impression about them and their need. 

 

In Chefoo there was no centerpiece, no special group as a distraction from the 

fundamental need to care for the members equally.  The ministry was in place with no 

special emphasis on it or allegiance to it.  All the leading ones gave their attention, time, 
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and energy to the Body.  Thus, the one accord was struck.  Their increase came due to the 

love and the one accord!  They had the same care for the rickshaw boy as for the banker, 

the same love for the coolie and his wife as for the "promising ones."  It was their family.  

The Lord poured out His blessing on this!   

 

Today, we all need to be in a strong church family and deal with any atmosphere of a 

spiritual institution or education center.  That is, we should have an atmosphere of a spirit 

of love prevailing, not just of spiritual seeking and of learning the deeper truths.  We 

should notice if a brother or sister hasn't been meeting, or if they are having difficulty.  

Our thought is often about certain members that because they aren't meeting the church 

standard and expectation, maybe they're just not for the church.  That wasn't the apostle 

Paul's thought.  He said to "uphold the weak".  They are our brother or sister, and they are 

necessary family members. 

 

Strong church families form the essential base for the one accord.  Regardless of the 

outward activities and move of the Lord taking place in the churches, we all belong to a 

church family that should be practical in caring for its members.  This is where the 

breakdown has been.  A real family takes care of its members, being accountable for each 

one of them.  It is the secret to having morale.  A thriving church family affords the Lord 

a way to move on the earth with joy. 

 

A Timely Trumpeting For The Present Need 
 

Brother Lee recognized four years into the new way that there was the need to sound 

another trumpet call quite different from the first.  He spoke messages to that effect in 

1988 that are in print in a book called, A Timely Trumpeting For The Present Need.   

This was a trumpet call to elders and co-workers expressing the urgent and present need 

to care for people.  He said, "Today, there are many brothers and sisters who need help.  

Hence, we have to do our best to contact them, to be concerned and care for them in love, 

and to strive to help and shepherd them." 
 

"I hope the elders and co-workers would take this word of fellowship and exhortation to 

give their all and their time to contact and shepherd people.  This was our shortage in the 

past.  Now we must recover this matter."  Until his death, he would sound this trumpet 

again and again in 1989, 1991, 93, and 96 -- at least in these four years, in an ardent way. 

 

Our Way Is Not Right 

 

In speaking to the elders in 1996, he made a statement that took them aback.  He said,  

"As I have said before, the spirit of not shepherding and seeking others and being without 

love and forgiveness is spreading in the recovery everywhere.  I believe that not having 

the Father's loving and forgiving heart and not having the Savior's shepherding and 

seeking spirit is the reason for our barrenness.  I realize that you all work hard, but there 

is almost no fruit.  The Lord says, 'By the fruit the tree is known'  (Matt. 12:33), but we 

are a tree without any fruit.  Everywhere among us barrenness is very prevailing.”  
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"Many of you are good speakers, knowing the higher truths.  The truths we hold are 

much higher than those in Christianity.  However, we do not have fruit because we are 

lacking in the Father's loving and forgiving heart and the Son's shepherding and seeking 

spirit.  We condemn and regulate others rather than shepherd and seek them.  We are 

short of love and shepherding.  These are the vital factors for us to bear fruit, that is, to 

gain people.  I am very concerned for our full-time training.  Do we train the young ones 

to gain people or to regulate people?  We have to reconsider our ways, as Haggai said 

(1:5).  Our way is not right; something is wrong." 

 

It is wonderful to have the high and rich ministry of brother Lee.  We in the churches 

enjoy and appreciate it immensely, and most of us would never leave it.  Yet, "our way is 

not right; something is wrong"!   This is a very sober and serious word and should be 

taken as such, especially by our leading ones.  Something is wrong, brothers.  This is the 

reason for my writing.    

 
I have to ask what was wrong with the way in Chefoo?  Why was an experiment needed 

in the recovery?  Chefoo was right!  They had the real one accord.  Love speaks louder 

than words, even the words that unlock the mystery of God and of Christ. 

 

For the saints in the recovery, this trumpet call is still going out to the churches.  It is still 

the present need.  There is the vital need not only to uphold the New Testament ministry 

in the proper way, but also to uphold as essential, the critical revelation and practice of 

receiving the believers.   

 

To uphold the weak and those with differing views is to be according to the Lord’s heart 

and to answer the trumpet call.  It is also to respond to the Lord’s prayer in John 17, “that 

they all would be one”.  The Lord's move should be a move in His Body involving all the 

members, not forgetting any among us -- and remembering those who left. 

 

S. I. 

 

 

**************** 

 


