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The Church of Gideon and his 300 Men 

Watchman Nee first introduced the term “recovery” in the churches.  Witness Lee 

brought it to the U. S. and stirred seeking ones around the country to “rise up, go up, and 

build up” the church, according to New Testament revelation of Christ and His Body, the 

church.  Thus the songs of recovery pervaded the church life in the Lord’s recovery 1962-

1974: 

“To Jerusalem we’ve come, we are through with Babylon, we have gathered to be one, 

Oh, glory be to God….” 

“We are for the Lord’s recovery of the local church, we are for the Lord’s recovery of the 

city and the earth, standing on a ground of oneness, oneness in the Lord, we are building 

up the temple of our glorious Lord”… 

“Burning, burning, we are burning, ever to our spirits turning, one for thine eternal 

purpose in spirit one”, 

“On the ground of locality, we express our unity, many members, but one body, Christ as 

our Head”. 

“Christ and the local church, Christ and the local church, Christ and the church 

our reality and life, Hallelujah, hallelujah, Lord we’ve given our lives to you for the 

building of your Body for our building up in love”. 

These were the sounds of one accord heard in local churches meeting on a ground of 

oneness according to Christ alone – nothing else.  And, they could sing with the deepest 

conviction, “Hallelujah, the light shines bright, we are home, we are home, we are 

home”. See www.LordsRecovery.us 

Another Ground on the Rise 

The next 12-year period 1974 -1986 saw local church ground give way to another ground 

on the rise in the Lord’s recovery with the advent of a man and a ministry to center stage. 

“With charts and statistics, Witness Lee and Max Rapoport came forth to launch 

the movement”, Don Rutledge relates about “the very first special elders and co-

workers conference. It was boldly declared that the churches would use Witness Lee 

as the exclusive source of teaching and Max would serve as the coordinator to bring 

the various churches, with their elders, into a unified movement.  Few of the saints 

realize the magnitude of effect this meeting had on the churches.”    

Things culminated at an urgent international elders’ conference in 1986 with a call from 

Witness Lee to leaders to rise up and fight for his ministry, drawing on the parallel of 

himself with Gideon and his carefully selected 300 men used for fighting the battle for 

Israel. In response to his call, over 400 leaders signed a letter to Witness Lee agreeing to 

follow his lead as the commander-in-chief in the new way he had introduced into the 
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recovery. Before the last meeting, he was handed the letter, which he read, with 

appreciation, and then read it in the meeting, along with giving this strong word of 

warning (below) to the leaders not to become sectarian by forming a party of Gideon. But 

“the table had already been well set” for a church of Gideon and his 300 men, from 1974-

1986, initiated formally in that “the very first special elders and co-workers conference”.    

 

Don’t Be Sectarian   
 

“Please be clear, any church meeting as a local church, standing on the ground and 

recognizing all the local churches around the globe, regardless of whether or not 

they take the new way, they are a genuine local church.  We do not mean that any 

church that does not take the present new way becomes no more the church.  No, we 

don’t practice that way.  That is sectarian. 
 

“We practice the all-inclusive church life.  I not only speak this to you all, I declare 

this to all the churches on this earth.  Don’t be sectarian.  We don’t practice 

sectarianism; we practice the all-inclusive church life. 
 

“Even though we realize that for the Lord to go on to make His recovery so 

prevailing there is no other way but this present new move, this doesn’t mean if you 

do not take this present new way that you are no more a church and that we don’t 

consider you as a church.  No, we still respect you as a proper church and we keep 

our fellowship with you.  Even though you don’t feel the need for this present new 

way, and even you would go a little further to oppose this new way, we will not 

reject you.  Until you say, we are no more a church in the recovery, then that is you 

cutting yourself off; it’s not us. 
 

“Do you see this? Don’t try to cut off any church who would not be agreeable to this 

present new move, who would even be a little opposing, yet still recognizing all the 

churches on this globe for the fellowship in the Body; as such we still, not only 

recognize, but also still respect and regard them as a genuine church among so 

many local churches.  We still like to have the proper fellowship with them, and will 

try our best to maintain our fellowship.  Be clear – don’t be sectarian; don’t be 

sectarian; we don’t agree with sectarianism.  

  

The Party of Gideon  

 

“Third, by the way, I would say, we don’t like to form parties.  Don’t say, “Brother 

Lee, I stand with you”.  I don’t like to hear this. I don’t like anyone to stand with 

me.  I don’t like to have a party. I have been in the Lord’s recovery over a half 

century.  You all can testify in the Far East, in mainland China, in Taiwan, and in 

this country, I never liked to make anyone side with me to make a party.  No, not at 

all.  Right?  Don’t make any party.  Don’t think that we, the 400 or the 500, all got 

convinced and say, “Let us all stand together; we are the 300 of Gideon.”  It may be 

okay to be the 300 of Gideon.  But don’t form a party.  The 300 with Gideon still 

loved the children of Israel. They still fought the battle for them.  They never 

considered them as a separate party.  That is a division.  We don’t agree with that.  
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We must have a proper attitude and a good spirit toward all the brothers and the 

sisters.  

 

Whether they would take this new way or not, we don’t change our attitude, and 

our attitude must be one of loving, a loving attitude, you see.  We just should be 

faithful to what we have seen and fight the battle.”   

 “Now, to my great surprise I received, this morning, a long letter, altogether 27 pages, 

and the first page is the wording, the content of the letter and all the rest are nothing but 

signatures.  I still don’t know who all signed the letter.  I don’t know when they did it or 

how they did it, see I just show you all the pages of all the signatures, yeah, all signed, 

not just the printed names (as he turns the pages) I believe designated from different 

churches.  See, all this (the 27 pages).  

“It was a great surprise to me, of course, I am so grateful to you all after reading the 

contents. Now I would like to read to you the entire letter, whether you are a signer or 

not.  I appreciate the contents; I like to read to you all.  “February 22, 1986, Anaheim 

California,  

Agreement to follow Witness Lee in the New Way 

Dear Brother Lee,               

    After hearing your fellowship in this elders’ training, we all agree to have a new start in the 
Lord’s recovery.  For this, we all agree to be in one accord and to carry out this new move of 
the Lord solely through prayer, the Spirit, and the Word.  We further agree to practice the 
recovery one in:  teaching, practice, thinking, speaking, essence, appearance, and 
expression.  

   We repudiate all differences among the churches, and all indifference toward the ministry 
office, and the other churches.  We agree that the church in our place be identical with all the 
local churches throughout the earth. 

    We also agree to follow your leading as the one who has brought us God’s New Testament 
economy and has led us into its practice.  We agree that this leading is indispensable to 
our oneness and acknowledge the one trumpet in the Lord’s ministry and the one wise 
master builder among us. 

   We further agree to practice the church life in our locality absolutely in a new way:  to build 
the church in, through, and based upon home meetings; to lead every member to get used to 
functioning without any idea to depend on any giant speakers; to teach all the saints to know 
the basic truths in an educational way that they may teach others for the spreading of the 
truth; to build up the saints in the growth in life that they may minister life to others, shepherd 
each other, and take care of the backsliding ones; to lead all the saints to preach the gospel 
in every possible way; to avoid leadership as much as possible; and to have home gatherings 
for nurturing the saints in life; and big meetings for educating the saints in truths.  

   We agree that all the preceding points are the clear and definite teaching of the Bible 
according to God’s New Testament economy.  
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    Finally, we agree that the success of this new move is our responsibility and will rise up to 
labor and endeavor with our whole being, looking to the Lord for His mercy and grace that we 
would be faithful to the end.   /Your brothers for the Lord’s recovery, 

A party indeed for a man and a ministry took more solid shape in 1986 and a new way 

formally taken, on the same path that began in 1974 and that continued on later to its 

crowning point in 2006 with the endorsement of the One Publication Policy, a 

proclamation that the ministry of Witness Lee is “indispensable to our oneness”. 

Fighting for the ministry was supposed to be by a few for the many, the “nation of 

Israel”, the church.  But the oneness with this modern Gideon became the small sphere of 

fellowship in the Local Churches, and unavoidably made them sectarian and a party.  “Is 

he for the ministry?”  “She is not for the ministry.”  These are distinctions for 

determining who is qualified as a true member and who is not. It takes a “special calling” 

to be in the recovery I was told by an elder,” as if the church were the Marines who only 

need “a few good men” and a “special calling” to join their elite group.    

The call of men to join with Gideon during the new way unwittingly helped create a 

church of Gideon and his 300 men, as oneness in the Local Churches with a man and a 

ministry prevailed to become the very oneness of the church. 

EXAMPLES 

                                                           Church in Moses Lake                                                                                                                       

A brother from the church in Moses Lake, which is no longer associated with LSM, went to visit 

the church in Ephrata nearby.  He was told when he got there he could not meet with them 

because he was “not one with the ministry”.    

                                                            Church in Bellevue                                                                                                                                    
An elder stood up in the meeting in Bellevue and declared that if “anyone is not here for Witness 

Lee and his ministry, he might as well not be here”.   

                                                             Church in San Diego                                                                                                           
At a home meeting in San Diego an elder stated “I don’t want to waste time talking to someone 

who is not for the ministry”.   

There are too many testimonies like these, showing that our practice in the Local Churches may 

not be according to Christ alone as “the common center of all the churches”, but rather as 

Nee warned about, “a company of believers that has a leader, a doctrine, an experience, a 

creed, or an organization as their center of fellowship, who “will find that that center 

becomes the center, and it is that center by which they determine who belongs to 

them and who does not”  (The Normal Christian Church Life, p. 184, Nee)                              
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